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Grants available, supporting reconciliation, diversity, B.C.’s heritage

VICTORIA — Indigenous communities, local governments and eligible organizations can apply for
funding under the 150 Time Immemorial program for projects that promote and educate
British Columbians about diversity, inclusion, reconciliation and resiliency.

“It has been 150 years since B.C. joined confederation, but the history of this place stretches
back to time immemorial,” said Josie Osborne, Minister of Municipal Affairs. “With this
program, we're asking communities to reflect on our whole story and to learn how our rich,
diverse culture and heritage can help make B.C. a better, more inclusive place for people to live
for generations to come.”

The $30-million 150 Time Immemorial program is a partnership between the Province, the First
Peoples’ Cultural Foundation and Heritage BC. The partners will administer the program on
behalf of the Province through application-based grants.

The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation will distribute $7.5 million through the program to

Indigenous communities and organizations, including First Nations councils and First Nations-
led not-for-profit groups, as well as museums and cultural spaces with an Indigenous heritage
focus. The First Peoples’ Cultural Council will administer and provide support for the program.

"The First Peoples' Cultural Foundation and the First Peoples' Cultural Council work in tandem
on the revitalization of Indigenous languages,” said Lorna Wanostsa7 Williams, chair, First
Peoples' Cultural Foundation. “We turn now to revitalizing our cultural heritage by focusing
on documenting, archiving and sharing the precious stories, knowledge and wisdom of the
Elders and Knowledge Keepers for future generations to come.”

Funding will be provided to successful applicants through three streams: Indigenous Cultural
Heritage Infrastructure grants; Sense of Place grants; and Cultural Heritage Stewardship grants.
Eligible projects will support Indigenous Peoples’ efforts to be the rightful stewards of their
cultural heritage, which is a fundamental principle in the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Heritage BC will distribute $10 million to local governments, Indigenous governments and
organizations, and not-for-profit organizations for projects that promote a diverse and inclusive
society. Funded through Heritage BC, 150 Time Immemorial projects will focus on raising
cultural awareness and recognizing B.C.'s diversity by honouring marginalized communities,
including Indigenous Peoples, Black people and other people of colour, members of the
25LGBTQ+ community, people with disabilities, and women.

"We think that the values of reconciliation, diversity and resilience are foundational to
successful heritage conservation and engagement,” said Kirstin Clausen, executive director,



Heritage BC. "The concept of Time Immemaorial is as much about the future as it is the past.
Heritage BC is immensely proud to be trusted with the disbursement of this important grant.
The funding will build capacity in our communities and heritage organizations, so stewardship
of heritage truly reflects the multiple layers of significant events, cultural connections and
history, and achieves a modern definition of inclusivity.”

Heritage BC's funding streams include: Cultural Heritage Infrastructure grants, Cultural Heritage
Awareness grants, and Community and Heritage Planning grants.

Quotes:
Karen Aird, heritage program manager, First Peoples’ Cultural Council -

"More than ever, investments in Indigenous-led cultural heritage projects are desperately
needed to create opportunities for Indigenous Peoples to tell our truths. This one-time funding
is an important first step towards the sustainable support that is necessary for us to be the
tellers of our own stories as we share what has happened in our communities, territories and
histories.”

Melanie Mark, Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture and Sport —

“l am so pleased to see community-based and Indigenous heritage-focused projects getting this
much-needed support for projects that contribute to education, healing places, awareness and
acknowledgment of multiple perspectives and narratives. These projects are a tangible
example of reconciliation in action and provide Indigenous people opportunities to share
traditional knowledge and for all British Columbians to learn about our cultural heritage.”

Learn More:

More information on the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation: https://fpcf.ca/

More information on the First Peoples’ Cultural Council grants: https://fpcc.ca/grants/

More information on Heritage BC grants: https://heritagebc.ca/

Ministry of Municipal Affairs local government and First Nations relations:
https://www?2.gov.be.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-
powers/collaborating-building-relationships/relations

Get involved — Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act:
https://declaration.gov.be.ca/

A backgrounder follows.
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Facts about B.C.'s diversity and inclusion programs

« Budget 2021 provided $30 million to support initiatives in B.C. communities to mark 150
years since B.C. joined Confederation by recognizing and creating awareness about
reconciliation and learning, diversity and inclusion, and resiliency for the next 150 years.

+  As part of the 150 Time Immemorial program funding, the First Peoples’ Cultural
Foundation and Heritage BC will each receive a further $5-million endowment for
additional programs to be announced by the agencies later.

«  The Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations will also distribute 52.5
million to not-for-profit groups operating heritage sites on Crown lands.

= Application deadlines for 150 Time Immemorial programs will vary, based on program
guidelines available through program partners at the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation
and Heritage BC.

= The First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation raises funds to support reconciliation through the
revitalization of Indigenous languages, and arts and cultural heritage in B.C., and works
closely with the First Peoples’ Cultural Council.

= The First Peoples’ Cultural Council is an Indigenous-led provincial Crown Corporation that
provides subject-area expertise on Indigenous cultural heritage and community needs,
develops community-based programs, and provides project resources and support.

= Heritage BC supports and advocates for B.C.'s broad heritage sector through education,
training and skills development, capacity building in heritage planning and funding
through the Heritage Legacy Fund.
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