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BC FERRIES, FIRST PEOPLES’ CULTURAL COUNCIL AND STZ'UMINUS FIRST 
NATION REVEAL COAST SALISH ARTWORK FOR SECOND SALISH CLASS 

VESSEL 
 

VICTORIA – BC Ferries, the First Peoples’ Cultural Council and Stz'uminus First Nation revealed 
today the second of three Coast Salish artistic designs for BC Ferries’ new Salish Class vessels. 
Stz'uminus First Nation’s John Marston designed the artwork that will adorn the Salish Eagle. The 
artwork will also be displayed inside the vessel for customers to view along with a profile of the 
artist.  

 
Coast Salish artist John Marston’s bold depiction of beautiful red eagles adorning the hull 

of the new vessel represents the strength and respect the eagle carries in First Nations culture. 
Marston’s work is strongly influenced by his ancestors and their masterpieces. 
 

Last August the First Peoples’ Cultural Council issued a call for artists and Coast Salish 
artists were invited to submit their portfolios for consideration. From 37 expressions of interest, a 
jury of artist peers and BC Ferries representatives identified a shortlist of nine artists who were 
invited to submit specific design concepts for the three Salish Class vessels. The jury reviewed the 
design concepts with attention to artistic excellence, Coast Salish artistic style, ability to express the 
vessel names through artwork, ability to provide digital images for fabrication and ability to meet the 
project timeline.  

 
In addition to Marston being selected as one of the three artists, Darlene Gait from 

Esquimalt Nation was selected to design the artwork for the Salish Orca.  Her design was unveiled 
in March.  The third artistic design by Thomas Cannell from Musqueam for the Salish Raven will be 
shared publically in the coming months.   

 
The Salish Class ferries are currently under construction at Remontowa Shipbuilding S.A. in 

Gdansk, Poland.  All three vessels will be in service for the summer of 2017.  The Salish Orca will 
replace the Queen of Burnaby on the Comox – Powell River route. The Salish Eagle will replace the 
Queen of Nanaimo on the Tsawwassen – Southern Gulf Islands route.  The Salish Raven will also 
provide service to the Southern Gulf Islands.  
 

Under contract to the Province of British Columbia, BC Ferries is the service provider 
responsible for the delivery of safe, efficient and dependable ferry service along coastal British 
Columbia. 
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Quotes, Artwork Rendering and John Marston Biography Attached. 
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Media Contact: 
BC Ferries, Media Relations 
Victoria:  (250) 978-1267 
 
 
First Peoples’ Cultural Council Contact: 
Kyla Schorneck 
Tel: (250) 652-5952 ext. 210 
Email: kyla@fpcc.ca 

Customer Contact: 
Victoria: (250) 386-3431  
Toll-free:  1-888-BCFERRY (1-888-223-3779) 
 
 
 
 

 
Quotes: 
 
 “The Eagle is highly respected within our culture. It is a symbol of our spiritual connection to 
the natural world,” said John Marston, Coast Salish artist.  “The Eagle has long been connected 
to us and carries our prayers to the Creator. Our guardian in life, we look to the teachings he 
offers us. The Eagle is beautiful and graceful with the never ending strength to survive.  Over the 
years as an artist I have learned from our ancestors’ old artworks. It is important to me that this 
design was strongly influenced by these old masterpieces.” 
 
“Marston’s bold and intricate design for the Salish Eagle is a striking demonstration of  his 
talent,” said Mike Corrigan, BC Ferries’ President and CEO.  “The Coast Salish were the first 
mariners of  the Salish Sea and we are so pleased to have Coast Salish artists like Marston to 
adorn the new vessels with their exceptional designs.” 

“We are so pleased to see John Marston’s stunning design revealed today,” said Tracey Herbert, 
CEO of the First Peoples’ Cultural Council. “This important project recognizes the artistic 
traditions of the people of the Salish Sea and provides an opportunity for all of us to learn more 
about Coast Salish people, including their history and living relationships with the land, sea and 
animals. It has been an honour to work with the artists and BC Ferries on this project and we 
look forward to seeing the artwork adorning the new vessels.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Artwork Rendering and Media Conference Photos Attached Below 
 

file://bcferries.corp/Divisions/Corporate%20Development/Communications/Releases/2015%20PENDING/megan@fpcc.ca
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Description 
 
Coast Salish artist Marston says, “Gliding along the Salish Sea, the Salish Eagle is shifting 
from our ancient roots into a time where our history is coming alive into the forefront of our 
modern society.” 
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Left to Right: Stz'uminus First Nation Chief John Elliott, Coast Salish artists Luke and John 
Marston offer a prayer to open the ceremony. 
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Coast Salish artist John Marston and his mother, Jane Marston, proudly display his artwork for the 
Salish Eagle. 
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Left to Right: Coast Salish artist John Marston, First Peoples’ Cultural Council Arts Program 
Manager Cathi Charles-Wherry, BC Ferries President & CEO Mike Corrigan, and First Peoples’ 
Cultural Council CEO Tracey Herbert pose next to the newly unveiled Salish Eagle artwork. 
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BC Ferries’ President & CEO Mike Corrigan and Coast Salish artist John Marston proudly display 
the artwork for the Salish Eagle by one of Marston’s carved canoes.  
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Biography – John Marston 
 
'Qap’u’luq' 
John Marston 
Coast Salish Carver 
  
John first started carving at the age of  eight. In earlier years, his parents Jane and David Marston 
and Simon Charlie began teaching him carving and the legends of  the Coast Salish people. 
  
John took part in the Thunderbird Park carving program during its last years. There he was able 
to spend four years carving with artists from different nations from all over British Columbia. 
 
In 2006, John participated in a cross cultural documentary that took him to Papua New Guinea. 
The award winning film ‘Killer Whale and Crocodile’ has been showing all over the world by 
broadcasters.  This film is about similarities between cultures and art forms. 
  
In 2009, John travelled to Japan on another documented Cross Cultural Exchange to visit Ome 
City, and participated in ‘Ome City Art Jam’ also taking part in the exhibition ‘Bridging the 
Pacific’ at the Prince Takamoto Gallery in the Canadian Embassy in Tokyo. Later that following 
year he helped host ‘Art Jam 2010’ continuing the exchange here on Vancouver Island. 
 
In 2009, he was honoured with the BC Creative Achievement Award for Aboriginal Art. 
Later that year John and his brother Luke opened a collaborative exhibition titled ‘Honoring the 
Ancient Ones’, a three year collection of works at Inuit Gallery. Most recently, in 2013, John 
opened his first solo exhibition with the same gallery.  John’s public works include pieces at the 
Museum of Anthropology in Vancouver, the Vancouver and Nanaimo Airports, the Vancouver 
Convention Centre and The Department of National Defense. His work is also in private 
collections worldwide.  
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